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“IT IS WORSE, MUCH WORSE, 
THAN YOU THINK.”







2007



How to stand out from the crowd?



✓ Save some money
✓ Attract more students
✓ Help save the planet

Accreditation’s 3 likely benefits

3 birds idea - 2007



EMAS

Eco-Management and Audit Scheme



World Green Design Forum 2013



What is EMAS?

➢The Eco-Management and Audit Scheme is a management tool for 
companies and other organisations to evaluate, report and improve 
their environmental performance.

➢Process involves: setting and publishing targets monitoring 
performance, going through an annual eco-audit conducted by a 
qualified agency







However …



Develop a new 
accreditation 
system specifically 
for the language 
teaching sector 

2019



Martha Liliana Marin

MSc in Sustainable 
Development 

from University of Sussex



Accrediting environmental sustainability in the language teaching industry

Not for profit association



Our aims
➢ To lessen the impact that language teaching has on 
the environment by developing a set of policies and 
practices that language teaching institutions can 
adopt and adhere to.

➢ To award accreditation against these policies and 
practices to providers of language education 
everywhere.

➢ To develop pedagogical resources designed to 
encourage environmental sustainability in language 
teaching and learning.



How does it work?







Application form Part 2

Series of 50 YES / NO questions 

Divided into 10 sections covering:
❑ Energy
❑ Water
❑ Purchasing
❑ Recycling
❑ Accommodation & Food
❑ Travel
❑ Teaching and Training
❑ Social activities
❑ Nature
❑ Commitment



Application form Part 2

Questions from the Energy section:

1. Do you monitor and record the amount of energy you use in your 
school?

Yes / No 

If yes, please show evidence 

2. Have you undertaken to reduce your total energy consumption 
each year? *

Yes / No 

If yes, please show evidence 



Application form Part 2

Question from the Recycling section:

24. Do you have a plan to reduce the amount 
of waste you need to recycle or dispose of?

Yes / No

If yes, please provide evidence



Application form Part 2

Question from the Travel section:

30. Do you know how many flights your 
students take each year in order to study 
with you?

Yes / No

If yes, please provide evidence





Application form Part 2

Question from the Teaching and Training section:

35. Do you systematically include environmental 
issues in the teaching syllabus of the majority of 
your language courses?

Yes / No

If yes, please explain how, and provide evidence.



Application form Part 2

Maximum points available in total: 200

Minimum points needed for accreditation:     130



What are the benefits of accreditation for schools?

✓ Serious and verifiable contribution to environmental 
sustainability

✓ Significant marketing value 

“Connecting your work to a higher set of values can make people choose your 
school over others, especially with young students driven by a number of social 
issues.” 
Richard Bradford – Disquiet Dog - Plenary speaker at ELT UK Marketing Conference – Sept. 2021 



What are the benefits of accreditation  for schools?

Other benefits:

✓ Staff recruitment and retention value

✓ Some potential cost savings

✓ Access to a range of digital teaching resources on a 
tailor-made platform

✓ Opportunity to collaborate with like-minded schools



How much does it cost?

Special fee for EAQUALS members (includes 25% discount)

Band Turnover from previous fiscal year EUROS

A Less than €500,000 € 300

B € 500,000 - € 1,000,000 € 450

C More than € 1,000,000 € 600



We’re aiming to make a difference.

To put an end to blah, blah, blah

Will you join us?

https://greenstandardschools.org



Accrediting environmental sustainability in the language teaching industry
https://greenstandardschools.org


