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‘ Defining Proficiency

An individual 6s ability to communicate and compl
communication and comprehension skills can be measured through a

Language Proficiency Test, such as STAMP (STAndards-based

Measurement of Proficiency). A person who demonstrates superior world

language proficiency will have a firm of grasp of grammar and varied lexicon,

but also the ability to communicate effectively in unrehearsed, real-world

situations.
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Assess learners at
different points
during the learning
process.

Creating the
Path to Proficiency
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Set benchmarks
and goals.

Analyze and make
modifications
based on
assessment data.

Continue to assess
learners to chart
their growth.



P Setting Benchmarks and Goals

Proficiency Scale

Programs typically set
benchmarks and goals based on
the ACTFL or CEFR

descriptors.

Testing Data

Data from previous summative
testing can be used to set
benchmarks and create goals
for courses and entire
programs.
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Curriculum

The curriculum for courses or
entire programs typically align
to a specific level of
proficiency.

Comparative Data

Some programs use hational
averages or other data available
from peer programs to set
benchmarks.
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PROFICIENCY BENCHMARK

I can identify the general fopic and some basic information in both very familiar and everyday contexts by recognizing practiced or
memorized words, phrases, and simple sentences in texts that are spoken, written, or signed.

What can | understand, interpret or analyze
in authentic informational texts that | hear, read or view?

PERFORMANCE INDICATORS

NOVICE LOW

I can identify memorized or familiar
words when they are supported by
gestures or visuals in informational texts.

NOVICE MID

I can identify some basic facts from
memorized or familiar words and
phrases when they are supported by
gestures or visuals in informational fexts.

EXAMPLES: Written

NOVICE HIGH

I can identify the topic and some
isolated facts from simple sentences in
informational texts.

NOVICE LOW

NOVICE MID

NOVICE HIGH

I can... (customize with specific content).

| can identify some locations or stores by their
signs.

I can match a word or character in a headline to a
supporting visual.

I can recognize some names of cities on a map.
I canidentify labeled aisles in a store.
I can recognize the labels on a recycling bin.

I can... (customize with specific content).
I can identify nutritional categories on food labels.

I can identify names of classes and their locations
on a class schedule.

I can identify my departure and arrival times from a
transportation schedule.

I can understand what information is provided on a
student ID card.

I can understand subject-specific terms on a word
wall.

I can... (customize with specific content).
I can follow directions in a Scavenger Hunt game

I can understand a variety of simple messages on
greeting cards.

I can select a movie based on a short description.

I can understand someone’s profile on a social
media site.

I can understand some facts about the weather
especially when weather symbols are used.

EXAMPLES: Spoken, Viewed or Signed

NOVICE LOW

NOVICE MID

NOVICE HIGH

I can... (customize with specific content).

I can recognize familiar names of people and places
in a public announcement.

I can understand simple directions to a familiar
place.

I can... (customize with specific content).

I can understand the time announced for a store
closing.

I can understand directions for setting the table.
I can follow directions to fill out a simple graphic

I can... (customize with specific content).

I can understand the name of a product, the cost,
and where to buy it from a radio ad.

I can understand who to pick up and where to take
them from a friend's voicemail.
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Setting Benchmarks and Goals

Webb's Depth of Knowledge

DOK Level |

(Recall)

Verbs: arrange, calculate, define,
draw, identify, list, label, illustrate,
match, memorize, recognize, tell, ...

Focus: on specific facts,
definitions, details, or procedures

Note: there's one correct answer,
and a combination of Level |s does
not make it a Level 2

DOK Level 3

(Strategic Thinking)

Verbs: assess, cite evidence, compare,
conclude, construct, critique, develop
logical argument, differentiate, formulate,
hypothesize, investigate, revise, ...

Focus: on reasoning and planning in
order to respond '~ complex and abstract
thinking required . = defending reasoning
or conclusions

Note: multiple answers or approaches

DOK Level 2

(Skill / Concept)

Verbs: categorize, cause/effect,
classify, compare, distinguish,
estimate, graph, interpret, modify,
predict, relate, show, summarize, ...

Focus: on applying skills and
concepts  explaining how or why

Note: there's one correct answer

DOK Level 4

(Extended Thinking)

Verbs: apply concepts, analyze,
connect, create, critique, design, prove, ...

Focus: on complex reasoning,
planning, and thinking © + make real-
world applications in new situations

Note: has multiple answers or
approaches often requires extended
periods of time with multiple steps

[E3) o~ | Webb's DOK Graphic by Tracy Watanabe is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 3.0 Unported License.
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P Setting Benchmarks and Goals
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Placement

Learners come from all
different backgrounds
and the only way to
truly know their abilities
is through placement
testing.

Benchmark

Testing learners at the
end of a sequence or at
a specific point provides
data on the
effectiveness of courses
up to that point on a
program level.

Benchmark

Testing learners at the
end of a sequence or at
a specific point provides
an opportunity to make
adjustments or
intervene with particular
learners.
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P Assess Learners During the Learning Process

Programlevel Assessment

Testing at the end of a
program provides data
on program
effectiveness and an
opportunity to
credential learners.



Placement

Learners come from all
different backgrounds
and the only way to
truly know their abilities
is through placement
testing.

Courselevel Assessment

Formative

Learners need frequent
feedback during the
learning process.
Instructors need to
understand how
students are
progressing.

Summative

Like formative
assessment, summative
assessments provide
opportunities for
feedback and
modifications.
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P Assess Learners During the Learning Process

Testing at the end of a
course provides data on
the effectiveness of the
current curriculum and
instruction.
Modifications can be
made afterwards.



Close Gaps

Assessment Process

Exit
Summative
Assessment

Placement for
new and
returning
learners

Current
Proficiency vs
GoalbPlan
how to get
there

Effectively
deliver
content to
learners

Excelle in Language Education

Eaguals

I IPAs with e
portfolios to
gauge if gaps
have been
closed

I Outside
summative test to
assess
effectiveness of
program/course
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P Assess Learners During the Learning Process

Placement

P
Avant pusce

A Learners with different
backgrounds

A Flexible course options

A Aligns to program goals, course,
goals, and overall assessment
plan




P Assess Learners During the Learning Process
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Spanish Heritage Learners

First Cut/
Early Exit

Lexical
(Yes/No Vocabulary)

1

Dictation

(Constructed Response / Listen and Type)

Translation
(Select best Translation / Multiple Choice)

Sentence Completion
(Select best Ending / Multiple Choice)

Second Cut /
Early Exit

Verb Conjugation
(Constructed Response / Type Correct

Speaking

(Constructed Response — Spoken Response)

Writing

(Constructed Response — Type Formal Essay)

i~
Avant puce
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