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The Afghan Girl – Sharbat Gula video clip activities

Part 1:  Focus on Vocabulary – Collocations
Match the two halves to make collocations and use them to retell the story.

	1. disappear
	a. to find 

	2. snap
	b. the streets 

	3. icon
	c. face 

	4. determined
	d. from view

	5. roam
	e. after 

	6. scouring 
	f. for almost two decades 

	7. conservative
	g. women 

	8. grown
	h. of the Afghan struggle

	9. stunning
	i. Muslim society 

	10. hidden 
	j. approaches the film crew 

	11. shortly
	k. a photo

	12. an Afghan refugee 
	l. shops, markets and schools

	

	13. there’s
	m. pattern 

	14. local
	n. the attention 

	15. subtle
	o. agree

	16. as distinctive
	p. of the Afghan people 

	17. lives 
	q. a hitch 

	18. oblivious 
	r. her veil 

	19. one obstacle
	s. as a fingertip 

	20. plight 
	t. defiantly 

	21. reluctantly
	u. in poverty

	22. drops
	v. custom 

	23. eyes flash
	x. still remains

	24. capture
	y. to her fame


Video source: The Afghan Girl 1985 – 2002, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=llxw0bL7wfQ
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The Afghan Girl – Sharbat Gula video clip activities (continued)

Part 2:  Focus on Grammar – Gerund vs. Infinitive

Put the verbs in the brackets into gerund or infinitive form to retell the story.
1.  The NG photographer is determined _______________ (find) the Afghan girl after almost two decades. 

2.  Back in the 80s her stunning green eyes raised awareness about the poverty in Afghanistan and invited people worldwide _______________ (help) the Afghani people. 

3.  The photographer is interested in _______________ (meet) her again. 

4.  The film crew spent weeks _______________ (look for) her, but they finally managed _______________ (locate) her with a help of one refugee.

5.  However, the local custom does not allow a man _______________ (enter) a room with a woman inside.

6.  The only female member in the crew was asked _______________ (step) inside and she encouraged the Afghan girl _______________ (drop) her veil. 

7.  The Afghan girl reluctantly agreed _______________ (do) so. 

8.  The photographer had looked forward to _______________ (capture) her stunning green eyes once again. 

9.  He was proud of _______________ (make) it in the end.  

10.  She was surprised _______________ (hear) that she had become world famous.

Teacher’s Notes:
Start off the lesson by asking students what they know about Afghanistan. Alternatively, you may like to prompt them with a few recognisable associations (e.g. veil, war, poverty, Taliban) so they might guess the country. Show them the picture of the Afghan Girl and ask if they have heard of her. Older students might have! If they have not, give them a brief outline of the video. Play the video. Students match the words and phrases to create collocations. Examples 1-24 go in chronological order and students can be divided into two groups, taking turns in matching 12 out of 24 collocations. Do not give out the answers yet, but rather play the clip again for students to check. Explain new words and ask students to retell the story using the given collocations. Discuss any issues arising from the video story, such as determination, courage, poverty, war, migrants, remarkable people, women’s rights, international aid, technology advances, etc. If you are doing a grammar point which can easily be applied to any text, such as verb patterns or past tenses, create an exercise and use it as a follow-up activity or set it for homework. Not only will it provide your students with yet another chance to have practice at retelling the story while using the challenging vocabulary, but it will also introduce the new grammar point in an implicit way. 

Aim high with your students! They may know more than you expect (
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