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Nearest and furthest? 



Three things: 

• Engagement, Motivation and Personalisation 
 

• Language Practice Exercises 
 

• Considerations for Online 



For learning to be significant, feelings 
must be recognised and put to use .... 
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By connecting the content with the 
students’ lives, you are focusing on what 
students know ... From the learner’s 
standpoint, there is quite a psychological 
difference in dealing with what is familiar 
rather than what is unknown.  
 

Gertrude Moskowitz, 1978 



Craik, F. I. M., & Lockhart, R. S. (1972). Levels of processing: A framework 

for memory research. Journal of Verbal Learning and Verbal Behavior. 



 
 

 
Language learning is most effective when students engage 
in meaningful activities on a personal level rather than just 
‘going through the motions’.                                                                                                 
       
                                   Sue Kay & Vaughan Jones  
 

 



Language Hub B1 



Language Hub B1 
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Language Hub B1 

do you take money    



Considerations for Online 

Online and blended language learning will endure after the pandemic. 
       Gacs et al, 2020  

‘Keeping students motivated and engaged 
during online and hybrid lessons is far more 
difficult compared to face-to-face teaching.’ 



I always focus on relationships first - building a team and a safe space, so I use lots ice breakers and 
warmers and time-outs in groups/pairs and I often let them choose partners/team-mates. 
  
Get the students talking as early in the lesson as possible, at the very beginning ideally. We often have 
general chit-chat - we call it ‘What's up?’. 
 
We always take a total break in the middle of the lesson for 5 minutes or so. 
 
Make sure to give clear and specific instructions - that's very important, we teachers often forget about it 
cos we're usually chatty 🙃 And the students needs to be an outcome or end point. 
 
Mediation is important - reporting partner's answers/insights and not always talking about their own. It 
gives them a reason to listen and engage.  
 
It’s essentially all about the activity. If the activity or task itself is engaging, that’s half the battle (at least). 
And they’re more likely to be motivated when the activity depends on the student’s involvement and 
contribution. 
 
A lot of it is just common sense and being a bit creative and adapting regular activities to fit online and to 
make the most of online features. 
 
At the end of the day, and more so than in f2f, it’s about the students being intrinsically motivated. We 
need to create conditions for that. 



 
• competence: tasks are achievable 

 
• autonomy: learner has agency/ownership/say/voice/choice 

 
• relatedness: learner needs to feel valued/connected/can relate to the task 

 
                     After Deci and Ryan 

Intrinsic motivation - three key concepts:   



Extending and adapting the activity 



Chalk and cheese 
Ali has the most similar ideas to me.  
Joanna has the least similar. 

Report it 
A famous person Daria admires is ... 
Bruno spends most money on ... 
 
What do you think Bruno spends most money on? 

Group survey 
Most of us think global warming is an 
important issue. 
Half of us use our phone to pay for things. 



http://www.emojistats.org/ 

What are the most used emojis? 

What emojis do you tend to use? 

http://www.emojistats.org/






Make, do, take mime game 



Draw the sentence/Picasso dictation 



Draw the sentence/Picasso dictation 



Ice-breakers, warmers,  
lead-ins, fillers and time-outs 









• Go find something connected with music/sport/shopping/work  ... 
 

• Talk about it/ask about it/interview the object/20 questions (use          or        ) 
 

• Treasure hunt - go find something red/round/old/brand new/alive ...  
 
• Prepositions in the room – tell us something that is on/in/under/next to ... 

 
• Describe what’s outside your window – other students draw, compare with photo.  

 
• Go for a walk  - tell us three things you saw happening/that you heard/ 

 
 

Making the most of the home environment 



(Competitive) Games and Quizzes 



Language Hub B1 

Remember, remember 

 

What can you remember? 
 

1 Was the sun shining? 

2 How many people were in the picture? 

3 How many people were wearing a hat?  

4 How many people were wearing a tie? 

5 The man in the waistcoat, what colour was his shirt?  

6 The woman on the right, what was she holding? 

 



Superlative Seconds 

1   a  (Mandarin) 
2   c  (Russia) 
3   b  (Christianity) 
4   t  (e) 
5   a  (spiders) 
6   b  (Nile) 
7   c  (the) 
8   a  (France) 
9   a  (Ukraine) 
10  c  (Mohammed) 
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